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ABSORBING REALITY

Jonathan Harris, creator of the online 10X10 project in conjunc-
tion with the FABRICA communications research center in Italy,
began with a question: Is there a way to encapsulate a singular
moment in time that transcends language and culture? Every
hour, 10X10 automatically records the most important images
and words from the BBC, the New York Times and Reuters,
creating a tapestry of images that seek to answer this question.
A moving - and sometimes-schizophrenic - visual information
site for the curious, the artistic and the media obsessed, 10X10
pulls together a grid of picture postcard images entitled, This js
Now. Clicking on a single frame allows the viewer to investigate
a bit deeper by enlarging the image and showing a list of related
words and headlines. The images and words are collected with-
out human intervention or opinion; there is no editor. “10X10
makes no comment on news media bias, or lack thereof. It has

no politics, nor any secret agenda; it simply shows what jt finds,”
Harris clarifies.
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Contradictions of the world rest side-by-side on 10X10. You
might see a photo of Britney Spears next to photos of refL.JgeeSv
or a burning building next to a baseball player. With er.rath ag
often unlikely compositions, 10X10 reflects the diversity of our
world - yet when something big happens, like the dea.th of th.e
Pope or Yasser Arafat, the entire grid can be filled up with multi-
ple images of the same event. Watching the grid o re;
alize that you're watching history being made. “10X10 is mos
powerful in those moments,” says Harris. :

“People are often shocked by how much war and destrucr:e
tion dominate the world. Images of soldiers, war a.nd deatf;;s
constantly represented. If those are the things makllng the\;orldj
then those are the things that are most important in the o
Whether 10X10 means to or not, it seems to underscore it
for a lot of people,” concludes Harris.

Julia Kraft
For more information visit: tenbyten.org




